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Welcome
to SSPH+ Faculty members, 

Fellows 
and Guests !

SSPH+ Faculty Meeting

SSPH+ PHYSICALLY RE-CONNECTED!
Zürich, 14-15 June 2022

… and while waiting, let us know: 

“If I could donate 500 CHF whenever I publish 
a research paper, I would assign it to...”

https://pollev.com/ninok675

https://pollev.com/ninok675


Tuesday, 14 June 2022 (at University of Zurich, Rämistrasse 59)
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Program  DAY 1

https://ssphplus.ch/en/call
s-events/events/faculty-
meeting-program-2022/

https://ssphplus.ch/en/calls-events/events/faculty-meeting-program-2022/
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Teaching 
& 

Education

Inter-
university 
research

Science to 
Practice & 

Policy

Session A2.
SSPH+ Updates & Highlights
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General Developments1
2 3 4



Unanimously approved by Foundation Board

1. Again based on the 
number of SSPH+ 
Faculty members 
(enumerated Feb 
2022)

2. Annual Core 
contribution remains 
fixed for 5 years (no 
matter how faculty 
changes)

University Core distribution 2023-2027
number of 

faculty 
members

faculty in % annual core 
fixed fee (CHF)

annual core 
per-capita 

(CHF)

TOTAL CORE 
(CHF) total core in %

Basel 59 27% 22’000 195’236 217’236 22%
BFH 7 3% 22’000 23’164 45’164 5%
Fribourg 8 4% 22’000 26’473 48’473 5%
Geneva 32 15% 22’000 105’891 127’891 13%
Lausanne 30 14% 22’000 99’273 121’273 13%
Luzern 8 4% 22’000 26’473 48’473 5%
Neuchâtel 9 4% 22’000 29’782 51’782 5%
SUPSI 8 4% 22’000 26’473 48’473 5%
USI 7 3% 22’000 23’164 45’164 5%
ZHAW 10 5% 22’000 33’091 55’091 6%
Zurich 42 19% 22’000 138’982 160’982 17%
Total 220 100% 242’000 728’000 970’000 100%
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2021 flows of core and project money

Mandated core activities Mandated project activities Core contribution

2021: SSPH+ provided 4x larger funds to SSPH+ 
network partners than “Core Contributions” received 
from the Foundation Universities

289k  +                  3.85 Mio       = 4.14 Mio   vrs. 1.06 Mio                        

Also approved by Board: procedures of Directorate election



Examples of “Strategic Actions 2023-27”
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JOIN PARALLEL SESSION F3 TOMORROW (Chair: Suzanne Suggs)
Communication of science to the public – how to achieve this goal

Key partner networks now discussing “SSPH+ Umbrella” 
as sustainable solution: 

• Swiss Learning Health System (2024+)
• Health Services Research (post-NRP74 – 2024+) 



INSTITUTIONAL 
BIO-DIVERSITY

LC



Postdoc 
Workshop: 
strengthening the 
next generation of 
scientists

Is it worthy to concentrate in an academic career?

Do I want to become a faculty member/professor?

What are the opportunities and obstacles to reach such career goals?

Join 
Muaamar Al-Gobari 

Marloes Eeftens 
Antoine Flahault  

at 14:10-15:00
in E12

(and hybrid on Webex)

Stringfixer.com



2021-funded Inter-university Collaborations

Oliver Gruebner
GIUZ, UZH

Emiliano Albanese
USI

Raising awareness for mental health 
in people affected by neuropediatric 
diagnosis leading to severe 
disability: RISE

Isabelle Peytremann-
Bridevaux
Unisanté UNIL

Stefan Boes
UniLU

A consensus building workshop to 
identify key research and policy 
areas for improving quality of care 
and safeguarding care and funding in 
Switzerland

Maddalena Fiordelli
USI

Sara Rubinelli
UniLU

Critical health literacy in secondary 
schools: a pilot study in Ticino



Inter-university 
research
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Inter-
university 
research
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BRAVO !!!
… more to come in D2
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à TODAY 

Inter-
university 
research

From: “Strategic Actions 2023-27” 
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https://pollev.com/ninok675

https://pollev.com/ninok675


Teaching
&

Education
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Inter-university Graduate Campus (IGC)
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Coordinated by Ann Walser, Uni Fribourg
� More to come in Session D2 – Menu Surprise…

Training
& 

Education



Training
& 

Education
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SSPH+ at the Swiss Pavilion
- Expo 2020

SSPH+ Dubai Expo Training 
program success

• ScienceFlashTalks (SFTs)
• Scientific debates
• Student testimonials

5 Full days of events
(29.01- 02.02)
• 20+ sessions
• Including lectures from
• SSPH+ faculty and 

collaborations)
Left to right: SSPH+ Dubai Expo Training Program winners*– Magda
Gamba (University of Bern), Ezra Valido and Ana Lucía Oña Macías
(University of Lucerne) *Ogonna Nwankwo (Swiss Tropical and Public
Health Institute) was also a winner but his participation at the Expo
was via video recording only.

SSPH+@Expo 
project manager: 
Emily Reeves, 
SSPH+

Watch the 
SSPH@Expo video 
montage!

JOIN SESSION F1 on DAY 2!
ER
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ScienceFlashTalk winners: 
Magda Gamba (Uni Bern), 
Ogonna Nwankgwo (Swiss 
TPH)

Left to right: Dante Larini (Swissnex), Emily Reeves (SSPH+), Magda 
Gamba (Uni Bern), Ezra Valido (Uni Lucerne), Ana Lucia Oña Macias 
(Uni Lucerne), Nino Künzli (SSPH+)

Scientific debate winners: Ezra Valido and Ana Lucia 
Oña Macias (Uni Lucerne)

Final Winners of SSPH+ SFT 
and Scientific debate!

Student awards: 
Free publishing in 
SSPH+ IPC and JH 
scientific journals 

ER



SSPH+ expert- led 
events
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Prof. Frank J. Rühli, Dean of Medical Faculty, 
University of Zürich

Prof. Nino Künzli, Dean of SSPH+

Dr. Patricia Chocano Bedoya, Institute of 
Primary Health Care (BIHAM), University 
of Bern, and Population Health 
Laboratory, University of Fribourg

Training
& 

Education

Science to 
Practice & 

Policy Watch events 

ER
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Scientainment- Accademia Teatro Dimitri-
SDGs through art!

SSPH+ quiz on sustainable healthTraining
& 

Education

11 videos! 

Live performances!

• Digital quiz
developed by
SSPH+ students
& faculty

• Engaging & 
informative!

Science to 
Practice & 

Policy

ER



SSPH+ Lugano Summer School in Public Health Policy, Economics, 
and Management 

• Monday – Saturday, 22 – 27 August (hybrid courses
• online pre-course 16 & 18 August

• 2 pre-courses
• 7 plenary sessions
• 13 courses
• Social events & more!

• Swiss Plexus Fellowships (now selected)

STILL SOME SEATS AVAILABLE IN ALL COURSES

Training
& 

Education
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Lugano Summer School (31st Edition)

ssph-lugano-
summerschool.ch

SS

http://www.ssph-lugano-summerschool.ch/


SSPH+/ETHZ-Lecture Series 2022
Moderator: Dr. Emily Reeves, SSPH+

22

• 13 online lectures from YOU…
• 12 SSPH+ partner institutes and ETHZ
• Watch all the lectures here:

OUTLOOK:
• Strengthen Public Health curriculum of BA in Medicine at ETH (Emiliano Albanese with SSPH+)
• Re-use lectures

Training
& 

Education

Joint Public Health Program
SSPH+/ Swiss Mexican Chambers of Commerce
1st Edition – a big success. Trained 60 civil servants, industry leaders and academics (Mexico)
6 lectures of 2 hours each – 8 SSPH+ faculty teachers

Proposed topics 2nd edition – 2022 
(to be expanded to LATAM countries, 200 students)

▪ Innovation technology in healthcare
▪ non communicable diseases, 
▪ digital health, 
▪ management of health care system 
▪ patient groups for health care decision making

Training
& 

Education



Science to 
Practice & 

Policy
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SSPH+ & Covid-19Science 
to 

Practice & 
Policy
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• Many of you constantly engaged on various public channels ! 
CONGRATULATIONS

• Many served in Swiss National COVID-19 Science Task Force 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH

SSPH+ COVID-19 platform
(coordination: Jorgen Bauwens): 

o FOPH-funded mandate
o Support informed decision making
o Reviewing of scientific literature on 

− 13 topics defined by FOPH - 7 still running �
− 62 reports FROM YOU to FOPH

OUTLOOK 2023-27:  Policy dialogue



Foster Strategy 23-27 - join E1/E2 and F3Science 
to 

Practice & 
Policy
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With input statements from
• Andreas Balthasar
• Anne Lévy
• Christiane Meier
• Thomas Steffen
• Marcel Widmer

The workshop identifies ideas, challenges, open questions, steps and strategies 
to be considered in the development of a “SSPH+ Communication Concept”. 

YOUR CHANCE to shape the future SSPH+ actions

to link science with practice and policy



Science 
to 

Practice & 
Policy

26



24 partners including SSPH+
1984 participants from 98 
countries

Hybrid
64 sessions
8 workshops
105 posters
103 innovations
4 exhibitions
Science Speed Talks

The Forum that Brings Together Key Actors of Global Health

3 - 5 May 2022
Covid-19 Pandemic and Environmental Emergency : 

Reinventing Global Health in times of Global Changes

Science 
to 

Practice & 
Policy



GlobalP3HS and Public Health 
(research) in conflict areas

28

Speaker: Jorgen Bauwens, Program Manager GlobalP3HS and 
Scientific Collaborator,  SSPH+ 

JB



♀ 30 
(59%)

♂ 21 
(41%)

All WHO regions Public Health
research

WHO regions

22 Sandwich model
researchers (SMR)
LMIC-relevant studies in 
collaboration with an LMIC-
based academic institution.

Public health areas51

fellows

22 SM
R

8 uni-
verities,
15 insti-

tutes

Structured PhD 

programmes42 fe
llo

ws 

LM
IC (8

2%)

30 nationalities

Funded by: European Union’s Horizon 
2020 Marie Skłodowska-Curie COFUND
& Fondation Botnar.

PhD Fellowship program (GlobalP3HS/Botnar)Inter-
university 
research

JB



GlobalP3HS fellows’ home countries

JB



Impact on public health
research

Impact on public health
situation locally

Impact on public health
professionals’ future



JB



SESSION A3.   13:50-14:10

Outlook to the Future:

Fostering Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) at SSPH+?

Keynote 

Prof. Frank J. Rühli, 
Dean of Medical Faculty, University of Zurich and SSPH+ Faculty member

33



Parallel Sessions B 1-3, Plenary B4
14:10-16:00 (incl. coffee break)

B1. Win- wins of collaboration between universites of applied sciences and universities 
(Luca Crivelli & Julia Dravta) (room G01)
B2. Strengthening the next generation of scientists (Muaamar Al- Gobari & Antoine 
Flahault) (room E12)

B3. PhD students’ meeting (Thomas Abel & Ann Walser) (room G15)
Session guides on the SSPH+ faculty meeting online program

Coffee break @15:00-15:30

B4. Please convene in plenary on time: 15:30       15:30-16:00 (room G01) 34

https://ssphplus.ch/en/calls-events/events/faculty-meeting-program-2022/
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15:00- 15:30 Lichthof Up next in plenary

B4. Feedbacks and infos
Please convene on time: 15:30-16:00

C1. Citizen cohort 16:00-17:00

D1: SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk
competition 17:00- 17:30

D2: Pre-Apero highlights 17:30

� Menu suprise and APERO 

Dinner (upon invitation only) 
19:30-https://pollev.com/ninok675

… and last opportunity to respond 
to “donation” question…

https://pollev.com/ninok675


B4. Presentation of group work
and further infos   15:30-16:00

Feedback from
▪ B1. Win- wins of collaboration between universities of applied sciences and 

universities (moderation: Luca Crivelli & Julia Dravta)
▪ B2. Strengthening the next generation of scientists (moderation: Muaamar Al-

Gobari & Antoine Flahault)

• State of Corona Immunitas
• Swiss Public Health Conference 2022
• Swiss-Mexican Chamber of Commerce Public Health Training 

Program

36



Corona Immunitas
Inter-

university 
research

37

• Running for 2 years, without major problems
• Results continue to be of high interest both

for Public & Policy makers
• Additional studies still ongoing (CoVCO

Basel, ZSAC, Ciao Corona, SEROCoV-POP



Wealth Inequality Solutions to Public Health Challenges –
A Julius Bär Foundation (JBF) SSPH+ collaboration

Inter-
university 
research

38

2-stage call for projects (up to 3 years of funding)

Stage 1 (June-August 2021) led by SSPH+ (mandate of JBF)
▪ Launched global international open call
▪ Organized independent review process for the 38 applications
▪ Submitted reviews with comments to JBF

Stage 2: (as of August 2021) Led by JBF 
(no involvement or role of SSPH+)

▪ Online workshop with the 20 top-rated applicants
▪ Internal and external review of Top 10 pre-selected by JBF
▪ Top 5 got further review (external expert, Rwanda)
▪ JBF trained Top-3 to present to JBF Board representatives, other

foundations and investors (3.5.2022)
▪ JBF Board took decision to fund ONE 
▪ JBF might assist the others in finding other funders

Winner, selected by JBF Board

Partners in Health Malawi with
Teen Clubs for HIV Positive Adolescents

PI: Alexandra Kulinkina, Swiss TPH

Institutional collaborations: 
Partners in Health (PIH) with
Abwenzi Pa Za Umoyo (APZU), 
Neno District, Malawi and
Swiss TPH Basel

JBF Funding
• 3 years
• CHF 150’000 per year

CONGRATULATIONS!

https://www.pih.org/country/malawi
https://www.mhinnovation.net/innovations/abwenzi-pa-za-umoyo-integrating-mesh-mh-model-malawi
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https://pollev.com/ninok675

https://pollev.com/ninok675


independent  - not for profit  - open access  - global scope
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Inter-
university 
research

Benefit from & make it YOUR journals !

International Journal of Public Health                                                                             Public Health Reviews

• Shape (your) topics in public health sciences -> 
• Become GUEST EDITOR of YOUR «SPECIAL ISSUE» !
• Submit to SSPH+ journals 

(e.g. SYSTEMATIC REVIEW or «POLICY BRIEF» to PHR!

• APC discounts for SSPH+ PhD students

Contact anke.berger@swisstph.ch with proposals for «special issues»

GLOBEQUITY Fee Waiver Program
NOW OPEN FOR LMIC FIRST-AUTHORS 

(3-yr grant of swissuniversities)

mailto:anke.berger@swisstph.ch
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Inter-
university 
research

• New CiteScores 2021:  5.3 (IJPH) and 9.6 (PHR) 
• Impact Factor IJPH 2020: 3.38; 

2021 soon to come… 
• 10 open calls for «special issues»
• 9 (guest) editors from SSPH+
• Topics: Hunger & food security, Migration, Primary care, 

NTD’s in pandemic, Life course & chronic disease, Health in 
all SDG’s and more

• Check out Calls IJPH, PHR

International Journal of Public Health  

Public Health Reviews

about:blank
https://www.ssph-journal.org/journals/public-health-reviews/call-for-papers


C1. Citizen Cohort- on the move
16:00-16:55
Lead: Nicole Probst-Hensch
Short intro (context & role of SSPH+): Nino Künzli

Session guide available on the SSPH+ faculty meeting program:

42https://ssphplus.ch/en/calls-events/events/faculty-meeting-program-2022/

https://ssphplus.ch/en/calls-events/events/faculty-meeting-program-2022/


SESSION C1
Swiss Citizen Cohort & Biobank (CC&B): CONTEXT

Inter-
university 
research

43

• Initiative in progress since >10 years, with major milestones
• Now under national discussion: 3 complementary pillars of

research infrastructures – namely
• Swiss Personalized Health Network SPHN, 
• National Coordination Platform Clinical Research (CPCR) 
• National Citizen Cohort & Biobank (CC&B) 

Ad hoc Steering and Writing Group of
the Swiss Citizen Mega Cohort & 
Biobank White Paper:   
(bold = ad hoc steering commission)

1. Nicole Probst-Hensch (Chair) *, 
Swiss TPH and Uni Basel

2. Murielle Bochud *, Unisanté, Uni 
Lausanne

3. Luca Crivelli *, SUPSI & USI
4. Julia Dratva *, ZHAW
5. Antoine Flahault *, Global Health

Institute, Uni Geneva
6. Daniel Frey (Board Swiss Society 

for Public Health)
7. Nino Künzli *, SSPH+ and Board 

Swiss Society for Public Health
8. Milo Puhan *, EBPI Uni Zurich
9. L. Suzanne Suggs, USI *
10. Corina Wirth (Swiss Society for

Public Health)

* = SSPH+ Faculty members

Needed and soon to come: CC&B White Paper: 
▪ Led by public health community
▪ Ad-hoc steering committee (writing group) formed
▪ Broad online feedback consultation (end of June to end of August)

▪ Formal “endorsement letters” to be organized from relevant 
constituencies

▪ White Paper to be published in fall (in the SSPH+ journal PHR)

▪ Executive summaries in D, F, I, E
▪ Continued exchange with YOU all, FOPH, SERI and others



Organisation of SESSION C1 
Swiss Citizen Cohort & Biobank (CC&B)

Inter-
university 
research

44

• Intro of CC&B by Nicole Probst-Hensch
• Group discussion about the major research topics to be covered by Swiss CC&B - until 16:55
• 1 rapporteur per group makes discussion notes
• Rapporteur sends file to snocera@ssphplus.ch
• No plenary summary discussion -> all inputs will be synthesized
• Discussion & prioritization process will continue with all of you (fall 2022)

PLEASE BE BACK IN TIME 16:55 

mailto:snocera@ssphplus.ch


D1. SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk
Moderation: Dr. Emily Reeves, SSPH+ and Prof. L. Suzanne Suggs

Objective of this SSPH+ training offer 
To strengthen skills of PhD students to capture attention for public health sciences from a general audience … 
in 3 MINUTES

Coaches: Alexis Puhan, skillbuild inc. and Kathrin Puhan-Hensch, you advance Ltd.

How it works: 
• Preparation of a 3-minute flash talk about a scientific topic related to PhD thesis
• 1 hour training call with Alexis Puhan 
• Online workshop with Kathrin Puhan-Hensch and individual coaching
• Student delivers a video -> evaluation by a jury of communication and PR experts
• Students of best 8 (out of 13) videos present 3-minute talk at 1 of 2 events: 

– TODAY at SSPH+ Faculty Meeting in Zurich on 14 June 2022
– Swiss Public Health Conference in Bern on 14 September 2022

• Audience votes on best presentation

45



Meet the SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk Jury 2022:



Welcome to the SSPH+
ScienceFlashTalk Competition!

47
Supervisors:

Markus Melloh David Beran Marloes Eeftens Ben Spycher 



SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk Competition!

Candidate 1

48



SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk Competition!

Candidate 2
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SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk Competition!

Candidate 3

50



SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk Competition!

Candidate 4

51



SSPH+ ScienceFlashTalk Voting 

52https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/DPBjek

https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/DPBjek
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Program  DAY 2
Wednesday, 15 June 2022 (at University of Zurich, Rämistrasse 59)

Scan the printed QR code for SSPH+ faculty meeting online program

https://ssphplus.ch
/en/calls-
events/events/facul
ty-meeting-
program-2022/

https://ssphplus.ch/en/calls-events/events/faculty-meeting-program-2022/
https://ssphplus.ch/en/calls-events/events/faculty-meeting-program-2022/
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D2. Pre-Apero Highlights

Menu 
Surprise 

55



3rd rank 
Nejimu Zepro, Swiss TPH Basel
First Supervisor: Sonja Merten

56

SSPH+ PhD Student Paper Award 2022
(23 applications evaluated by 6 international experts)

2nd rank
de Schrijver, Evan, ISPM Bern 
First Supervisor: Oscar Franco



SSPH+ PhD Student Paper Award 2022

… and the winner is...

57

Benedetta Armocida, University of Geneva
First Supvervisor: David Beran 



Inter-university Graduate Campus (IGC)
(>400 registered PhD students, coordinated by Ann Walser, Uni FR)

2021
• 23 fully booked courses - 15 online, 7 on-site, 1 hybrid
• … including 3 new ones:

• Approaches to online teaching
• Life course epidemiology and public health
• Migration health

• Successful test of new model: 
two-hour online courses taught by postdocs

• Introduction to the global burden of disease project data and tools 
• Causal interpretation of association studies

Elected this morning: 
New Co-chairs of
IGC Academic Board

Arnaud Chiolero Joachim Marti

58visit the website for more info! https://ssphplus.ch/en/graduate-campus/

Public Health Film 

Festival during SSPH+ 

Lugano Summer School, 

organized by our IG
C 

Student Representatives

2022
• 80 IGC course-days 
• New courses proposed and… taught by YOU:

• Artificial intelligence, deep learning & health care
• Foundations of public health sciences
• Introduction to health economics
• Public health nutrition
• Public health surveillance and population health monitoring

https://ssphplus.ch/en/graduate-campus/


Inter-university Graduate Campus (IGC)
Looking back…

• 2009-2014: Swiss TPH initiates and coordinates the 
interuniversity SSPH+ PhD Program Public Health, on 
behalf of SSPH+

• 2014-2018: ISPM Bern coordinates the PhD program 
(Ann Walser)

• swissuniversities end funding of inter-university PhD 
programs  -> 

• 2019: SSPH+ launched the SSPH+ Inter-university 
Graduate Campus – an innovation to safeguard and 
expand the training offers

• 2019-2021: ISPM Bern coordinates IGC (Ann Walser)
• 2022+ Uni Fribourg coordinates IGC (Ann Walser)    

Until this morning since 2015: 
• Academic lead of former PhD program

2014- May 2019
• Chair of IGC Academic Board June 2019 -

June 2022

Thomas Abel, ISPM Bern

59visit the website for more info! https://ssphplus.ch/en/graduate-campus/

Funding history
• 2009-2017 SUC/swissuniversities, ProDoc, SSPH+ and Uni Bern
• 2018-2021 SSPH+ and Uni Bern
• 2022++  SSPH+

https://ssphplus.ch/en/graduate-campus/


SSPH+ Honorary Fellows 
2021 & 2022
Moderator: Milo Puhan

«Honorary Fellows» 2016-2020 

Ruth Dreifuss, Marcel Tanner, Thomas Zeltner
Charles Kleiber, Gianfranco Domenighetti, Alberto Holly, 
Piero Martinoli, Ursula Ackermann-Liebrich, Gilles de Weck, 
Fred Paccaud, Charlotte Braun-Fahrländer, 
Philippe Chastonay, Felix Gutzwiller



Congratulations

Prof. Ilona Kickbusch
Founder and Chair, Global Health Centre at the
Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies in Geneva

Yvonne Willems Cavalli
President, APN-CH  



Evening program and feedback Day 1

62

Enjoyed your day? 
… let us know! 

… & see you tomorrow! 8:30h

https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/ldBjhf

* now… 17:59- Apéro (Lichthof)

* 19:30 Dinner at Restaurant Spitz 
(by invitation / registration only) 
STILL SOME free SEATS à ASK SANDRA
at the Landesmuseum, next to
HB Zurich

https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/ldBjhf

