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What concerns you 

about global health 

right now? 



Agenda

1. Background information

2. Why do we need to reimagine global health?

3. How and where to start?



Scientific Retreat: Reimagining Global Health 

Education in the Global North 
Swiss TPH, University of Basel, & McGill University, June 2025 
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A student based initiative funded by University of Basel



Human Rights: Should be the basis of global health

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/right-free-healthcare-enshrined-universal-declaration-u1ejc/

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
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Equity and justice, not equality, is what protecting 

health requires 
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Why do you think we 

need to reimagine 

global health?



Why do we need to 

reimagine global 

health?



Fact 1: We are in an era of polycrisis
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Fact 2: Global health is founded by colonialism and 

continues to be affected by the legacies of 

colonialism...

Colonialsim is a policy of control over people 

and places, usually for economic dominance 

(extracting wealth and knowlege). European 

colonialism beginning in the 16th century, which 

is underpinned by coloniality. 

Coloniality is a concept where systems of 

racialised hierarchies, dominance of Eurocentric 

knowledge and cultural systems are normalized 

and make (neo-)colonialism seem inevitable.



The start of Tropical Medicine and Public Health

Hubert Lyautey and Albert Schweitzer

https://www.gettyimages.ch/search/2/image?family=editorial&phrase=albert%20schweitzer11

Benevolent Savior / White SaviorMilitary doctor

https://www.gettyimages.ch/search/2/image?family=editorial&phrase=albert%20schweitzer


Imagery tells a continued 

story!
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Switzerland is 

How Switzerland profited from colonialism - SWI swissinfo.ch13

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/business/how-switzerland-profited-from-colonialism/45961280
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It is in the past: No, it is not! 

https://www.swisstph.ch/en/news/news-detail/news/swiss-tph-officially-hands-over-newly-discovered-parasitic-worm-to-

natural-history-museum-basel; https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-5215172214
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‘The white savior supports brutal policies in the 
morning, founds charities in the afternoon, and 
receives awards in the evening.’ – Teju Cole

• White savior insdustiral complex was 

coined by Teju Cole in 2012

•  Defined as attitudes and systems that place 

privileged people in positions to “help” or 

“save” the less fortunate

• Although the concept originated in global 

health, saviorism also exists in the local 

contexts when researchers or healthcare 

providers helicopter into underserved 

communities without meaningful relationship 

and trust building 
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Fact 3: Global North and privileged actors hold 

power
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https://globalhealth5050.org/2022-report

Global North organizations hold the majority of 

leadership positions, mostly male 

https://globalhealth5050.org/2022-report
https://globalhealth5050.org/2022-report
https://globalhealth5050.org/2022-report


Who funds global health?

18
Source: KFF analysis of Creditor Reporting System, OECD. Data accessed February 24, 2025.

https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?df%5bds%5d=DisseminateFinalBoost&df%5bid%5d=DSD_CRS%40DF_CRS&df%5bag%5d=OECD.DCD.FSD&dq=........_T..&pd=%2C&to%5bTIME_PERIOD%5d=false&vw=ov


• Journals were built inside colonial-era science

• That history still shapes who gets published and credited today

• Result: the people living the crisis are rarely the ones telling its story

Bandara, Shashika

Journal landscape & authorship inequities



Epistemic injustice
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• Epistemic injustice is being wronged in your capacity as a knower, because of who 

you are.

• Testimonial injustice is not being believed due to identity

• Hermeneutical injustice is lacking the concepts to understand one's own 

experience 

- Miranda Fricker 2007



How and where to 

start?



22



Fact 4: We can do something about it!
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As long as we continue to learn and stay open for change!



Privilege and positionality

Nixon, S. A. (2019). The coin model of privilege and critical allyship: implications for health.



My privilege and positionality

Wheel of Power and Privilege 

Watkins, T. (2023). Intersectionality: Wheel of Privilege [adapted from 

Sylvia Duckworth, Canadian Council for Refugees, and Olena 

Hankivsky, PhD]. 



My privilege and positionality is also context-

dependent

What about YOU?



So… what about our institutes?
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1. Listening is necessary but not sufficient

2. Avoid the ‘defensive crouch’ when facing criticism

3. Equity building: More than a collage of diverse faces

4. Care for those who care for your community

5. Put money behind pledges

6. Communicate your wins, your losses, and your timelines

https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0001656
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Can we unplug global health education from 

The Matrix? S. Bandara et al., 2025

Allyship by the global north!

https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0004307
https://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgph.0004307


Summary



Protecting Science, Protecting Health = Reimagining Global Health
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Some reading material 

• Shifting power in global health will require leadership by the Global South and allyship 
by the Global North

• Can we unplug global health education from The Matrix?
• The Foreign Gaze: Essays on Global Health
• As Fractures in Global Health Deepen, Combating ‘Othering’ Is a Must
• Why should we be concerned by internalised racism in global health?
• Double Agents In Global Health

31

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02323-7/fulltext
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Courses available

• Cultural Sensibility in Research at the University of Basel
• Reimagining Global Health at the McGill University Summer Institutes in Global Health
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwixheOc8I2VAxXH2gIHHVHhOI4QFnoECBgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fzasb.unibas.ch%2Fde%2Fnews%2Fdetails%2Fcultural-sensibility%2F&usg=AOvVaw2n8YMr4zKbD6Z1MVnZ0lr0&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwixheOc8I2VAxXH2gIHHVHhOI4QFnoECBgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fzasb.unibas.ch%2Fde%2Fnews%2Fdetails%2Fcultural-sensibility%2F&usg=AOvVaw2n8YMr4zKbD6Z1MVnZ0lr0&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYpYW-8I2VAxWO2QIHHc14CoUQFnoECBgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcgill.ca%2Fsummerinstitute-globalhealth%2Fcourses%2Findependent-courses-mcgill-summer-institutes%2Freimagininggh&usg=AOvVaw0HwrdIPckXX8iHMkHomq_r&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYpYW-8I2VAxWO2QIHHc14CoUQFnoECBgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcgill.ca%2Fsummerinstitute-globalhealth%2Fcourses%2Findependent-courses-mcgill-summer-institutes%2Freimagininggh&usg=AOvVaw0HwrdIPckXX8iHMkHomq_r&opi=89978449
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYpYW-8I2VAxWO2QIHHc14CoUQFnoECBgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcgill.ca%2Fsummerinstitute-globalhealth%2Fcourses%2Findependent-courses-mcgill-summer-institutes%2Freimagininggh&usg=AOvVaw0HwrdIPckXX8iHMkHomq_r&opi=89978449


What does reimagining 

global health mean to 

you now?



Stephanie.Khoury@swisstph.ch or 
lucienne.zinsstag@swisstph.ch  

Thank you for your attention
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Stephanie Khoury and Lucienne Zinsstag

mailto:Stephanie.Khoury@swisstph.ch
mailto:lucienne.zinsstag@swisstph.ch


Appendix
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Global health: the long road from saviorism to justice - 

Speaking of Medicine and Health

https://speakingofmedicine.plos.org/2026/03/26/global-health-the-long-road-from-saviorism-to-justice/#top
https://speakingofmedicine.plos.org/2026/03/26/global-health-the-long-road-from-saviorism-to-justice/#top
https://speakingofmedicine.plos.org/2026/03/26/global-health-the-long-road-from-saviorism-to-justice/#top


A group of people in the shape of a globe

Description automatically generated

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5678416/
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