
Health Economics and Public Health Basel, June 21, 2023 1

Health Economics and Public Health

Basel Center for Health Economics

Stefan Felder, FWW
Günther Fink, SwissTPH
Matthias Schwenkglenks, FME



Health Economics and Public Health Basel, June 21, 2023 2

Three Faculties – One Mission

• Initiative launched in 2021 to combine forces across the University 
of Basel in health economics. 

• The main faculties involved are

1. Faculty of Economics 
(Armando Meier, Stefan Felder)

2. Faculty of Medicine, DPH 
(Matthias Schwenkglenks)

3. Faculty of Science, Swiss TPH 
(Günther Fink, Fabrizio Tediosi)
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Three Faculties – One Mission

• Contribute to the solution of current and future questions 
in health care 

• Offer a multifaceted perspective on relevant health policy 
problems, combining expertise across the Faculties of Economics, 
Science and Medicine at the University of Basel

• Offer new opportunities for researchers to exchange ideas 
(seminar series)

• Offer new training opportunities (major or separate master’s in HE)

 Official launch on Sep 13, 2023!
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HEHSR Unit 
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HEHSR: Core Research Aims

1. Strengthen health and social systems functioning through 
economic, social science and behavioral research 

2. Create novel behavioral- and social science based interventions 
to improve health service quality, health service utilization and 
health outcomes in high and low-income countries

3. Measure the impact of health on economic outcomes and create 
the data and evidence allowing policy makers to identify the most 
effective health policies
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Health Economic Approaches

1. Impact assessments: we use state-of-the-art econometric models 
as well as randomized controlled trials to assess impacts of 
targeted interventions

2. Cost-effectiveness assessments: we use carefully designed 
modeling frameworks to assess the relative and incremental cost-
effectiveness of government policies

3. Equity assessments: we assess the relative impact of policies and 
interventions across population groups, with a particular focus on 
the most vulnerable population

4. Welfare analysis: we assess impact of policies not only on health 
outcomes, but also on the economic and subjective wellbeing of 
household
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HEHSR: Highlights 2021/22/23

• 66 publications in the unit in 2021, 36 in 2022 so far

These publications include
• 1 paper in New England Journal of Medicine
• 1 paper in The Lancet
• 1 paper in Nature Communications
• 1 paper in Lancet Infections Diseases
• 1 paper in PNAS
• 2 papers in PLOS Medicine
• 1 paper in Science Advances
• 3 papers in top econ journals: JPE, HE, JHE
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https://dph.medizin.unibas.ch/health-economics-facility/

https://dph.medizin.unibas.ch/health-economics-facility/
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HEF: Scientific Focus Areas

‘Traditional’, well established
• Health economic evaluations alongside clinical trials & literature based 

(cost-minimization, cost-effectiveness, cost-utility analysis)
• Budget Impact Analysis (BIA)
• Health Technology Assessment (HTA)

To be strengthened in the future
• Health services and outcomes research (current activities MS at UZH)
• Analysis of health insurance claims data and Real World Data (RWD) –

long-standing experience, develop focus on causal inference techniques
• Health economics in implementation science projects – current activities 

at INS
• Applied behavioral economics – competency available in the team
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HEF: Swiss-AF Cohort Study (SNF)
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Health Economics – Faculty of Economics

• Behavioral Health Economics
Recent Publications:
Financial Incentives for Vaccination do not have negative unintended consequences,
Nature 2023
Emotions and risk attitudes, Am. Eco J: Applied Economics, 2022
Monetary incentives increase COVID-19 vaccinations, Science, 2021
Prosociality predicts health behaviors during the COVID-19 pandemic, J Pub Eco, 2021

• Health Economics
Projects
Incentivizing medical decision making of physicians with unknown altruism
VBHC in hip joint replacement
Post-mortem vs living organ donations:  The role of the default donation regime
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Inaugural Event BCHE
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Inaugural Event BCHE
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Inaugural Event BCHE

Please register via www.bche.ch

Thank you!

http://www.bche.ch/
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