
1

Welcome
to SSPH+ Faculty 

members, Fellows, PhD 
Students, Postdocs, 

Program Coordinators, 
and Guests !

SSPH+ Faculty Meeting

RIDING THE WAVES

Allschwil, 20-21 June 2023



WELCOME on behalf of SSPH+ Directorate
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Program  DAY 1
Tuesday, 20 June 2023 (at Swiss TPH, Kreuzstrasse 2, 4123 Allschwil)

Go to program
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Program  DAY 2

Go to program
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Teaching 

& 

Education

Inter-

university 

research

Science to 

Practice & 

Policy
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General Developments1
2 3 4

Session A2.

Introduction and new initiatives

➢ See 2022 annual report: 

       https://ssphplus.ch/en/reports-documents/annual-reports/2022-annual-report/ 

Questions:

 info@ssphplus.ch or +41 76 246 22 42 

https://ssphplus.ch/en/reports-documents/annual-reports/2022-annual-report/
mailto:info@ssphplus.ch
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General Developments1

Session A2.

Introduction and new initiatives



EPFL SSPH+ Faculty members:
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Johan Auwerx Grégoire Courtine Jacques Fellay Friedhelm Hummel   Marcel Salathé

Welcome EPFL in the SSPH+ Foundation



Other universities with clusters of
public health oriented scientists discuss

plans for joining SSPH+ Foundation
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SSPH+ as host for collaborating projects:

«SSPH+ Umbrella Concept»

Guiding Principle

SSPH+ as an umbrella for multi-disciplinary

inter-institutional initiatives to foster public

health where collaboration is an «added

value» 
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First examples how «SSPH+ Umbrella» 
establishes win-wins

Ending June 2023: Ending Dec 2024:

• Highly relevant to public health

• Significant overlap with research communities

• Development of valuable innovations, fully in line with the SSPH+ Strategy 2023-27

– Stakeholder dialogues, policy briefs (SLHS and NRP74) 

– high-level Advisory Board (SLHS)

– «Emerging Health Care Leaders» leadership training program (NRP74)

SSPH+ umbrella – Sustained Future for Successful Elements of NRP74 and SLHS 

A proposal for solutions  

Approved by the SSPH+ Foundation Board on: 12.5.2023 (final step to be approved in 2024) Solution 
(supported by NRP74, SLHS, FOPH, Uni Luzern): 



Related SSPH+ 

strategic pillar:

Concrete integration steps
• Dialogue Platform Coordination Office and Steering Committee

(lead: Sarah Mantwill, Uni LU)

• Integrate Emerging Health Care Leaders Program (NRP74) into SSPH+ 

Inter-university Graduate Campus (IGC) 

→ scaling up as Emerging Leaders Program for PhD students, post-

docs and others (interim lead: Rolf Heusser)

• Integrate successful SLHS PhD courses into IGC

• Define transitions of SLHS Health Systems Advisory Board

• Launch SSPH+ Alumni Program

• Define long-term funding solutions (beyond 2025)
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Solid funding perspectives

SSPH+ funding from two sources:

➢ annual contributions from partner universities

for core activities (~1 Mio CHF)

➢ contributions from funders/stakeholders for

projects → amount varies each year and 

depends on the success of raising funds

(«fundraiser» not replaced)

➢ On average, a partner university receives 

three times as much money as it had to pay in
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REMINDER: Sources of annual Core Funding of SSPH+  (~1 Mio)
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(Swiss TPH)

*) distribution corresponds to number of SSPH+ faculty members, as of Feb 2022 (EPFL: 2023) ;  distribution kept fix 2023-2027

*

S
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SSPH+ fosters national collaborations
for public health
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2022
Co-Leader 1 Co-Leader 2 Institution 1 Institution 2 Title of project / workshop

Carlo De Pietro Joachim Marti SUPSI Unisanté, UNIL

The cost and value of physiotherapy in 

Switzerland: a health systems perspective

Armando Meier Tobias Müller Unisanté, UNIL BFH

How can financial incentives help improve 

population health and health care delivery?

Michael von Rhein Emiliano Soldini UZH/Kispi SUPSI

Development of a concept for establishing a 

nationwide research network for primary care 

pediatricians

2023

Emiliano Albanese Peter Odermatt USI Swiss TPH

IN-PHASE – Inter-university pre-grad PH Master 

for the SSPH+

Marta Fadda Oliver Gruebner USI UZH

Prevention and management of sport-related 

traumatic brain injury among children and youth

Alexandra Kulinkina Rainer Tan Swiss TPH Unisanté

Turning medAL-suite into a sustainable digital 

health global good

Sara Rubinelli

Maddalena 

Fiordelli UNILU USI

Developing a Handbook for Effective Stakeholder 

Dialogues in Public Health



SSPH+ fosters national collaborations
for public health (cont.)

15



SSPH+ fosters national collaborations
for public health (cont.)
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B1 workshop in seminar room 4: with input perspectives from
▪ Swiss Public Health Doctors (Julia Dratva, President SPHD), 

▪ SSPH+ (Antoine Flahault, Vice-Director), 

▪ Cantonal Physicians (Simon Fuchs, BS; Christiane Meier, ZH) 

▪ Training Network Basel (Julia Bohlius, Swiss TPH)



SSPH+ fosters national collaborations
for public health (cont.)
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… and stay tuned for more on day 2!

KW



Collaboration with SAMS

SSPH+ faculty members …

• in the executive board

• who were recently elected in the senate:

in 2023:

Murielle Bochud, Antoine Flahault, Susanne Walitza, Jacques Cornuz 

in 2022:

Stephan Harbarth, Milo Puhan 18

since 2021

L
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official SSPH+ representative in both boards:
Nicole Probst-Hensch
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official SSPH+ representative: A. Flahault:
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SSPH+ representative: 

Luca Crivelli



FACULTY OF MEDICINE

INSTITUTE OF GLOBAL HEALTH

A new model for ranking schools of public health:

The Public Health Academic Ranking – “The PHAR”
Adeline Dugerdil, Awa Babington-Ashaye, Murielle Bochud, Margaret Chan, Arnaud 

Chiolero, Andreas Gerber-Grote, Nino Künzli, Gilles Paradis, Milo Alan Puhan, L. 

Suzanne Suggs, Klazine Van der Horst, Gérard Escher, Antoine Flahault

-

20 June 2023

Bibliometric Study (see SSPH+ Strategy 2023-27)

A

F

SSPH+ Strategy 2023-2027



FACULTY OF MEDICINE

INSTITUTE OF GLOBAL HEALTH

The PHAR: results

Ran

k
School Country

1 London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine UK

2 Public Health Foundation of India India

3 Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health USA

4 Swiss School of Public Health Switzerland

5 Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health USA

6 Mahidol Oxford Tropical Medicine Research Unit Thailand

7 School of Public Health, University of Cape Town South Africa

8 Institute of Population Health, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine UK

9 Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health Singapore

10 Barcelona Institute for Global Health, ISGlobal Spain

11 School of Global Health, University of Copenhagen Denmark

12 School of Population and Global Health, McGill University Canada

13 Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health USA

14 School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Monash Australia

15 UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health USA

16 UCLA Fielding School of Public Health USA

17 School of Public Health, Universidade de Sao Paulo Brazil

18 School of Public Health, Universidade de Chile Chile

19 Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto Canada

20 Hanoi University of Public Health Vietnam

21 School of Public Health, Kyoto University Japan

22 Rollins School Public Health, Emory University USA
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Institut de Santé et Développement, University Cheikh 

Anta Diop Dakar
Senegal

24 University of Texas School of Public Health USA

25 Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sante Publique France

26 Colorado School of Public Health USA

Study population

26 schools
included

17 countries

Indicators

11 indicators

2017 - 2021

Software & 
database

InCites™ software

Web Of Science™
database

For the SSPH+

Unique research
queries used in    
WOS database

Reminder on the methodology



FACULTY OF MEDICINE

INSTITUTE OF GLOBAL HEALTH

The PHAR: sensitivity analysis

Sensitivity analysis 1 (by Nino Künzli): five SSPH+ faculty members were chosen to compare their 

publication record (as listed on the institutional database) with the publications chosen by the 

algorithm.

✓ Sensitivity of 87% (= 13% of the publications actually made by those 5 SSPH+ affiliated members were missing)

✓ Specificity of 67% (= 33% of the articles included authors who were not formally affiliated with the SSPH+)

✓ Impact: analyses for the SSPH+ recalculated with a “worst case” correction factor of 33% 

(applied to the 3 indicators relating to publication volumes) → the SSPH+’s rank moved from the 

4th to the 6th rank.

Sensitivity analysis 2: regarding the "international collaboration" indicator (14 schools of the PHAR 

use an estimate of this indicator, based on the university to which they are affiliated), a sensitivity 

analysis was conducted excluding this indicator to analyze the change of ranks without including it. 

✓Impact: changes of rank for some of the schools but → 4/5 of the top ranks are still occupied by 

the same schools.
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Public Health United for Swiss Cohort & Biobank (SCB)

PHU4SCB

Inter-

University 

research
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➢ Progress in the move toward SCB: see      session C1 16:00-17:00 today

➢ Major milestone:

PHU4SCB Steering Committee 
− Nicole Probst-Hensch, Chair (Swiss TPH)

− Murielle Bochud (Unisanté Uni Lausanne)

− Luca Crivelli (SUPSI – and representation of SSPH+ Directorate)

− Milo Puhan (EBPI Uni Zurich)

− Corina Wirth (Public Health Schweiz)

➢Crucial governance step for the next development phase 2023-25 
(approved by SSPH+ Foundation Board and Board of Public Health Schweiz)



Award for Best Published PhD Article 2023
… the Winner is…

Inter-

University 

research
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Benedikt Wicki (First rank)
Supervisor: 
Martin Röösli, Swiss TPH and University of Basel

Suicide and Transportation Noise: 
A Prospective Cohort Study from 
Switzerland 

Published in:

Environmental Health Perspectives

ER



Award for Best Published PhD Article 2023

«Equal Second-best» ranked

Inter-

University 

research
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Seckin Boz  Roxane Dumont Kyaw Zay Ya Lydia Trippler
Swiss TPH/UNIBAS UNIGE Swiss TPH/UNIBAS Swiss TPH/UNIBAS 

Cornelia Wagner  Andrea Aegerter  Clement Meier
UNIFR ZHAW UNIL



SSPH+ Journals up and running…
• Independent «society journals» owned by SSPH+
• Independent Editorial Office (Swiss TPH)
• Gold Open Access with rigorous peer review
• Q1 ranking among public health journals
• Published by Frontiers (Lausanne) 

Inter-

University 

research
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2022
➢ 931 submissions, 349 publications, 

➢ 16 Calls initiated and led by leading researchers

➢ Young Researcher Editorial PhD training program published 8 Editorials

➢ Globequity program funded by swissuniversities waived APC for 23 

authors from low- and middle-income countries

➢ 2023 submissions: full APC waiver for submissions co-authored by 

SSPH+ faculty (or their teams)

https://ssphplus.ch/en/ssph-journals/
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/fileadmin/swissuniversities/Dokumente/Hochschulpolitik/Open_Access/Results_of_call_for_proposals_212/212_Result_of_the_call_deadline_31.05.21_final.pdf


«Society Journals» - a WIN-WIN for independent science

• Editorial Office, Editors, and editorial strategies (e.g. calls) 

are fully independent from publisher, share-holders or

investors

• Thus, full scientific responsibility for content and quality

• Full financial transparency and control of revenues (APC 

fees)

• «Not-for-profit» guarantees 100% re-investments of

revenues into «Society» (e.g. SSPH+) 
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Inter-

University 

research



Fixed 

«production

fee» 
(per published

article)

Work flow of APC fee in the SSPH+ / Frontiers partnership

SSPH+ costs:

− Independent Editorial Office 

(EO)

− Young Researchers Editorial 

support (EO)

− soon to come: Editor & 

Reviewer recognition

− SSPH+ needs (e.g. Inter-

university Graduate Campus)
31

Authors

pay APC 

fee
(defined by

SSPH+)

Publisher

(Frontiers)

revenues

to

SSPH+

SSPH+ 
(«society»; owner)

SSPH+ APC Fee Waiver Program library deals

Publisher costs

− All production costs (IT, support

teams, archiving, legal issues etc.)

− Frontiers for Young Minds

− All other investments (made

transparent on website)

− for-profit revenues

− Etc.

swissuniversities

grant «Globequity»
Frontiers contract

partners (Deals)



Martin Röösli
Michael J. Deml
Milo Alan Puhan
Murielle  Bochud

Nino Künzli
Peter Raguindin
Sarah Mantwill
Sonja Merten

Stephanie Baggio
Suzanne Suggs
Taulant Muka
Vasileios Nittas

YOU shape our journals -
Thank you very much!

(2022/23) 25 Editors, Guest Editors (calls) or Young Researcher Editors belong to SSPH+ network

Afona Chernet
Ana Cecilia Quiroga Guiterrez

Ana Maria Vicedo Cabrera
Arnaud Chiolero

Charles Abongomera
Daniela Anker

Diana C. Buitrago Garcia
German Guerra
Jonila Gabrani 
Kaspar  Wyss 
Kristen Jafflin
Luca Crivelli

Machtheld Wyss-van den Berg

… also remarkable:

• 131 SSPH+ faculty co-
authored at least 1 
article in IJPH or PHR!

• 11% of IJPH / PHR pubs
have SSPH+ co-authors

• numerous regularly act
as critical REVIEWERS



Meet Frontiers –
the publisher of our independent «society journals»

Fred Fenter, 
Chief Executive Editor 

Franck Vazquez, 
Director of PartnershipsSession Moderator: 

Christopher Woodrow, 
SSPH+ Editorial Office Manager, 
Swiss TPH

Welcome to the two sessions:
B3 parallel session:  TUE  20.6.  14:00  

Shaping the SSPH+ journals – scientists matter! 

H1 Plenary WED 21.6.  11:00  
Challenges & opportunities in publishing



Teaching

&

Education
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Inter-university Graduate Campus (IGC)
The unique SSPH+ training flagship
Coordinator: Ann Walser, Uni Fribourg
Academic Board Chairs: Arnaud Chiolero (Uni Fribourg), Joachim Marti (Uni Lausanne)
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Training

& 

Education
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Bern

Expected enrollments
to come in autumn

2023

– 321 active IGC students (May 2023)

– ♀ : 203     - ♂ : 118

– 74 nation

– 27 IGC courses (6 new ones)

– 50 teachers (43 from SSPH+)

– 660 course registrations (2022)

Enjoy Session B4 – 14:15-17:35 
Seminar 2

IGC students meeting and career event



♀ 30 
(59%)

♂ 21 
(41%)

All WHO regions
Public Health

research
WHO regions

22 Sandwich model
researchers (SMR)
LMIC-relevant studies in 
collaboration with an LMIC-
based academic institution.

Public health areas51

fellows

8 uni-
versities
15 insti-

tutes
Funded by: European Union’s Horizon 
2020 Marie Skłodowska-Curie COFUND 
& Fondation Botnar.

PhD Fellowship program (GlobalP3HS/Botnar)Training

& 

Education

5th Year in 2023



SSPH+ Lugano Summer School 
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Training

& 

Education

➢ 2022 (31st): Record-breaking number of participants joining online and onsite 

➢ 195 participants from 4 continents and 62 nationalities 

➢ 51 facilitators from 5 continents 

➢ 15 courses, 7 plenaries, 3 films, 4 networking events 

➢ 2023 (32nd): 16-17 and 21- 26 August 

➢ 15 on-site, online, & hybrid courses 

➢ 4 plenaries free to the public 

➢ >30 facilitators from 5 continents 

32nd Edition!

www.ssph-lugano-summerschool.ch



Promoting internationally relevant post-graduate

programs of SSPH+ partners

Christoph Pimmer (Swiss TPH, christoph.pimmer@swisstph.ch) 

welcomes leaders or coordinators of such programs to Parallel-Session G2 – 21.6.23 – 9:15-10:30h

• Idea: concerted action with global representatives of «swissness» 

(embassies, SDC, chambers etc.) to support the outreach to potential 

students

• Funded by SDC (Area C of SSPH+ Lugano Summer School Swiss Plexus 

grant 2022-25)

38

mailto:christoph.pimmer@swisstph.ch
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E-VACTS
Coordinator: Jorgen Bauwens, SSPH+
Primary funder: FOPH

➢ Purpose: Developing an E-Learning tool about vaccination

➢ Up to date vaccination knowledge for health professionals

➢ Tailored to job-specific needs

➢ Use in basic education (students) and further training (professionals)

➢ State of affairs:

➢ 2022-2024: Pilot tool for midwifes, physicians, medical practice 

assistants 

➢ Evaluating existing trainings and drafting content

➢ Workshops with target groups

➢ Assembling resonance board

➢ Representatives education/training and professional associations

➢ Assembling scientific advisory board

➢ Scientific experts, SSPH+ Faculty

Training

& 

Education

J

B



Science to 

Practice & 

Policy
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Swiss Public Health Conference 2023
Science 

to 

Practice & 

Policy
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Geneva Health Forum 2024: 
A new dynamic

Science 

to 

Practice & 

Policy

• Continuing the success of GHF (1700 participants, 94 countries)

• World Health Assembly (19-26 May 2024)
• Provide a platform for the scientific community

• Achieve greater impact with more targeted sessions

• Festival open to the city

• How to participate
• Call for contributions (oral and poster)

• Science Speed Talk with SSPH+

AF
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Science 

to

Practice & 

Policy

Governance model

(succesfully adopted for SSPH+ COVID 19 Platform → COVID-19-Literature Reviews

FOPH
•Directorates

•Divisions

•Working groups

SSPH+
•Partner universities and institutes

•SSPH+ Faculty members

•SSPH+ Fellows

•Other experts

Coordination team

• Representatives FOPH

• Representatives SSPH+

Annette Fahr         Jorgen Bauwens
         FOPH    SSPH+



Director

50%

Vice Director

20%

Vice Director

20%

Vice 

President

President

Luca Crivelli Antoine Flahaut

Sandra Nocera

Milo Puhan

Suzanne Suggs

Nino Künzli
Head of 

Administration 

70%

FTE: 90%

SSPH+ Directorate: Current Model

M

P



Vice Director

Vice Director

Vice Director

Vice Director

Vice Director

Vice Director

Vice 

President

President

Rotating 

Chair

Milo Puhan

Suzanne Suggs

FTE: ~100%-120%

SSPH+ Directorate: New Model

- Each has 

specific 

responsibilities 

according to 

competencies 

and interests

- 1 Vice 

Director is 

administration



Vice 
Director

Vice Director

Vice 
Director

Vice 
Director

Vice 
Director

Vice Director

Vice 

President

President

Rotating 

Chair

Milo Puhan

Suzanne Suggs

FTE: ~100%-120%

- Each has 

specific 

responsibilities 

according to 

competencies 

and interests

- 1 Vice 

Director is 

administration

SSPH+ Directorate: New Model

Viktor von WylSandra Nocera

Antoine Flahault

Luca Crivelli

Arnaud Chiolero

Martin Röösli



NEXT SESSIONS

48



49

Up next:

COFFEE BREAK 15:30-16:00



Enjoyed your day? Let us know! 

… & see you tomorrow!
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