
SWISS SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH –  A VISIONARY SWISS INNOVATION 

2020 
Annual Report 2020
The Swiss School of Public 
Health – a non-profit Foundation 
- assembles public health 
scientists across Switzerland into 
one national inter-university 
faculty. The SSPH+ faculty 
expertise mirrors the scientific 
and professional field of public 
health, which encompasses a 
broad range of disciplines, spread 
across universities, faculties, and 
institutions.

FROM SCIENCE TO POLICY 

SSPH+ COVID-19 Platform
In early March 2020, it became evident that the 
exchange between public agencies and science needed 
some structure. On March 20th, SSPH+ opened the 
COVID-19 platform. With over 350 registered experts 
and staff from public agencies, discussion forums, data 
analyses and reports it provided inputs for the Federal 
Office of Public Health and helped build trust. As of 
2021, the platform mandates expert teams to screen 
and summarize the emerging scientific literature on 
topics requested by the authorities.

Swiss Public Health Conference
The annual Swiss Public Health Conference is 
organized by the Swiss Society for Public Health and 
SSPH+. The (virtual) 2020 conference was hosted by the 
University of Lucerne. With 350 participants, 3 plenary 
and 16 parallel sessions, the move to online was highly 
successful. 

Join the 2021 conference 
On August 25th and 26th, we will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Institute of Social and Preventive 
Medicine at the University of Bern. Public health 
challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic are the focus 
of the 2021 edition. 
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FOSTERING RESEARCH – GLOBALP3HS

GlobalP3HS – our PhD Fellowship Program
Funded by the E.U. Marie-Skłodowska-Curie 
COFUND and Fondation Botnar, SSPH+ competitively 
recruited 51 PhD students from abroad. This flagship 
supports the SSPH+ faculty with approximately 
3,8 million Swiss francs of co-funding for these 
42-months fellowships. All fellows profit from 
the SSPH+ Inter-university Graduate Campus and 
activities initiated by SSPH+ to connect them well.
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KEY NUMBERS 
OF SSPH+

1
One Foundation
One Vision
One Faculty

 12
Universities

13
Honorary Fellows

20
Institutes (with 
2 or more faculty 
members)

260
inter-university 

Faculty members

400
PhD students

30 
postgraduate MAS/
DAS/CAS programs, 

led by SSPH+ Faculty 
members
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