
 

 
 

 
The Foundation National Institute for Cancer Epidemiology and Registration (NICER) is a national 
centre of excellence for cancer registration and epidemiologic cancer research that operates the 
National Agency for Cancer Registration (NACR) on behalf of the Swiss federal government. Since 
January 2020, institutions that diagnose and/or treat cancer or its precursors in Switzerland are 
obliged by the Cancer Registration Act to report specific data to the cantonal cancer registries or 
the national childrenʹs cancer registry. The tasks of the NACR are to ensure that the collected data 
are harmonized standardized and further developed in line with international standards, as well as 
to provide national data for public health surveillance, health care planning and research at 
national and international levels. The NACR cooperates with all important stakeholders: cantonal 
cancer registries and the paediatric cancer registry, the Federal Office of Statistics, the conference 
of cantonal health directors, professional organisations, and the Federal Office of Public Health, 
which also finances and supervises NACR. 
 
NICER seeks a highly qualified, goal-oriented person for the following position: 

 
Director, 60–80% 

 
Description of duties 

- Head and management of the national agency for cancer registration;  
- Team management; 
- Development of the strategy for national cancer monitoring and health reporting; 
- Production of pooled national cancer statistics and publication of results in accordance with the 

law; 
- Creation of annual working plans and evaluation of achieved results; 
- Implementation of communication concepts; health reporting and annual operational reports; 
- Establishment and supervision of an internal quality management system; 
- Promotion of collaborative epidemiological cancer research; 
- Fundraising for research activities; 
- Coordination with cantonal cancer registries and other cancer stakeholders (CH and abroad); 
- Provision of epidemiological and statistical services to cantonal cancer registries and other 

relevant partners, including data deliveries; 
- Accountability function towards the NICER Foundation Council and the Federal Office of Public 

Health. 
 
Qualifications required 

- Excellent management and leadership skills; 
- Experience in complex project management; 
- High social and communication skills; rich networking experiences; 



- Strong analytical and research skills; 
- Experience in cancer registration (or in registration of other chronic diseases) including data 

management; 
- Good understanding of cancer epidemiology; 
- IT proficiency;  
- Oral and written fluency in English with good skills in German and/or French. 

 
Vacancy details 
Post title  Director  
Place of work  Zurich, close to main train station 
Begin   01/10/2022 or upon agreement 
 
Information about the law on cancer registration 
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/de/home/gesetze-und-bewilligungen/gesetzgebung/gesetzgebung-mensch-gesundheit/gesetzgebung-krebsregistrierung.html 

 
Application 
Qualified candidates may submit their application until 31/08/2022 including a letter of interest 
and their complete CV to our back-office: Foundation National Institute for Cancer Epidemiology 
and Registration (NICER), Daniel Bosshard, Secretary of the Foundation Council, Hirschengraben 
82, 8001 Zurich, preferably via e-mail: daniel.bosshard@nicer.org 
 
If you would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Bosshard or Prof. 
Milo Puhan, University of Zurich, Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Prevention Institute, director,  
e-mail: miloalan.puhan@uzh.ch 
 


